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AMANIYEA PAYNE
Dance
Terminology

Muntu:

In the Bantu language, Muntu means ‘the essence of humanity’.

Folk Dance:  

A traditional dance started by the common people of a country or region

Choreograph: 
to invent and design the movements of a dance

Ritual: 

set way of doing something, usually according to formal customs

Djembe:

goblet shaped drum with a single goat skin head, played with the hands

Dunun: 

the Malinke word for the family of 3 drums that accompany the djembe

Malinke, Susu, Baga, Gerze, Landouma, Toma, Guoro, Baule: names of different ethnic groups relevant to the history of West African dance and music

African Diaspora: 
African’s and African culture dispersed (or spread) to other parts of the world

Tradition:  

beliefs and customs handed down from generation to generation

Tribute:   

something given or done to show respect
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