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Baltazar Castillo
Visual Artist

Terminology

Form: 
the arrangement and organization of the five elements (color, value, line, shape, and texture) to create unity

Content: 
involving subject, form and more; content is the aesthetic value and meaning of an artwork

Balance: 
a feeling of visual equilibrium (symmetric/asymmetric) in an art work

Movement: 
the feeling of movement in the picture; the eye moves throughout the artwork along visual paths that bind together the picture parts

Harmony: 
the use of repetition and rhythm to create order out of forces that could be in opposition: shape, direction, edges, value differences and color

Proportion: 
the comparison of aspects of the picture in terms of their size, quality and degree of emphasis, often expressed in terms of a ratio; these judgments of the parts are made in relation to the whole

Space: 
artists use the term to describe the interval, or measurable distance

Shape: 
an area that stands out from the space because of a defined boundary and/or because of a difference in value, color or texture/pattern; shapes can be two-dimensional, three dimensional, geometric or organic

Line: 
path of a moving point within the composition or along edges of shapes

Texture: 
the character of a material that can be experienced through tactile and/or visual senses

Pattern: 
repetition of a motif based on an interval

Color: 
the character of a surface that reflects certain wavelengths of light and absorbs other wavelengths of light
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