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Terminology

Acoustic:  

Not amplified; acoustic instruments play on their own and do not need electricity
Appalachia:  
An area in America around the Appalachian Mountains where people from the British Isles settled

Banjo:  

An instrument that has a round body, a long neck, and five strings played by plucking the strings
Beat: 

The pronounced rhythm that is the characteristic driving force in jazz or rock music
British Isles:  
England, Scotland, Wales, and Ireland, countries on two islands just off Europe.

Folk music/folk songs:  In America, the term folk songs often refers to the ones from Appalachia

Guitar:  

A guitar is played by plucking or strumming the strings; some kinds of guitars use electricity
Head:  

The top of a string instrument where the strings are attached

Limberjack: 

A doll that dances on a paddle; limberjacks are a part of the Appalachian culture
Mbira:  

Thumb-piano; the mbira was originally an African instrument but the folk culture of Appalachia started using it as well

Melody: 

A sweet or agreeable arrangement of sounds

Neck:  

The long, skinny part of a string instrument, along which a performer runs his/her hands to change the string’s tightness

Rhyme:  

Matching of words that sound alike

Rhythm: 

The aspect of music comprising all the elements (such as accent, meter, and tempo) that relate to forward movement

Sound box:  

The hollow bottom portion of a string instrument; it makes the strings sound much louder

String instrument:  Any musical instrument that is played by plucking or strumming strings; the strings are stretched tight, but they cannot be struck (like a piano, which is a percussion instrument)

Tempo:

the speed of a piece; quickly (presto) or slowly (largo)
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