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Ralph Wilder Band 
This band, led by Ralph Wilder, 
prides itself on its wide musical 
variety, professionalism, and 
musicianship. Members of the 
band have extensive teaching 
experience at various grade levels 
and have all worked in  
music education. 

Riley Wimes Jr. 
began dancing socially at a young 
age and grew up in a community 
surrounded by music and dance. 
Riley began partner dancing 
extensively in 1997, teaching adults 
in 1998 and began a dance and 
music touring program for schools 
in 1999. He has placed first several 
times in dance competitions in the 
US and Canada and is currently a 
City of Chicago’s Summer Dance 
Program featured instructor, 
a Willowbrook Ballroom staff 
instructor and an instructor/
choreographer for I AM Dance 
Youth Ensemble. In the classroom, 
Wimes focuses on both partner 
dance and individual line dance 

with jazz and modern concepts. 
He believes that no program 
is complete without students 
gaining the history of dance forms 
and movements. Riley strongly 
encourages program-ending 
performances in order for students 
to gain an understanding of 
dance presentation. His programs 
emphasize creative expression, 
teamwork, and unity as well as 
self-discipline and training. 

Mirtes Zwierzynski
was born in Brazil. She is active 
in the public art movement and 
has developed work in the areas of 
education and urban development. 
She also works as an individual 
artist, actively showing in the 
United States, Europe, and Latin 
America. Zwierzynski approaches 
art as a way of life that translates 
itself into manifold expressions. 
Her work is a testimony to  
the deeply rooted belief in the 
creative nature of people.  
Bilingual instruction is available 
upon request.

Within constantly changing educational priorities we need a constant push for more arts 

within schools and school districts. Below is a list of funding streams for our programs:  
The Alphawood Foundation, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois; Chicago Community Trust;  

City of Chicago Department of Cultural Affairs, Cultural Opportunity Program;  

JP Morgan Chase; Circle of Service Foundation; Columbia College Chicago; Exelon,  

The Lloyd A. Fry Foundation; Leo S. Guthman Fund; Illinois Arts Council, a state agency;  

Kaplan Family Foundation; Kraft Foods; LISC/New Communities Program; The John D.  

and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation; Northern Trust; The Albert Pick, Jr. Fund; Polk Bros. 

Foundation; The Pritzker Family Foundation; Charlotte Schmidlapp Fund; Woods Fund  

of Chicago, and WXRT for providing major support.

is it ok that i removed intro text from the beginning of the list? it seemed redundant.




