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An Educational Guide to Urban Gateways Artist-in-Residence Programs
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Welcome 

Urban Gateways staff would like to welcome you to the exciting world of artist in residence program!

Which ideas are you most or least looking forward to teaching this year? How might learning in and through the arts help you and your students invigorate learning across the curriculum? Urban Gateways invites you and your teaching artist to create meaningful learning experiences for your students by developing culturally relevant, imaginative arts-based projects. Through a UG residency, your students will express, imagine, communicate, interpret, inquire, collaborate, and reflect on the big ideas that make teaching and learning rigorous, joyful, and exciting. 

Residencies offer:

· A collaborative relationship with a working, professional artist

· Immersion in the people, places, history and language of a particular art form

· A clear process for using works of art in your curriculum

· New arts-based strategies for your teaching practice

· Valuable insights into your students’ social, emotional, and academic development

· Dialogue on the arts, artists, and the multiple roles of the arts in society

· Renewed sense of energy, commitment, and purpose in your own teaching

About Your Res Pack 

Contents Include:
· Residency artist information sheet

· Before the Artist Arrives: Tips on how to prepare for the residency with your students

· In Between Artist Visits: Guidelines on how to reflect and reinforce the work

· After the Artist Leaves: Suggestions on what you can do to continue the learning

Artist Residencies Are:

· Varied in length

· Adaptable for various settings

· Limited to smaller audiences

· Designed for teachers and their students

· Suitable for student and family audiences

Thank you for choosing an Urban Gateways program!

Benefits of an Urban Gateways Residency in Your Classroom 

Urban Gateways artists are special. They each have professional experience creating meaningful learning experiences for your students by developing culturally relevant, imaginative curriculum for your classroom. Using an Urban Gateways residency as a springboard, your students can express, imagine, communicate, interpret, inquire, collaborate, and reflect on the big ideas that make teaching and learning rigorous, joyful, and exciting. What is unique about learning with an Urban Gateways artist?

We offer:

· Aesthetic inquiry-inspired curriculum

· Professional artist vocabulary & materials

· Clear connections to the State Standards

· Intensive focus on the role of the Arts in culture and society

· Attention to Skill and Technique Building in the Arts

· Commitment to Culturally Relevant Curriculum

State Standards in the Fine Arts

GOAL 25:  Know the language of the arts.

Why This Goal Is Important:  Through observation, discussion, interpreta​tion and analysis, students learn the “language” of the arts.  They learn to understand how others express ideas in dance, drama, music and visual art forms.  In addition to acquiring knowledge essential to performance and production, students become arts consumers (e.g., attending live performances or movies, purchasing paintings or jewelry, or visiting museums) who understand the basic elements and principles underlying artworks and are able to critique them.

GOAL 26:  Through creating and performing, understand how works of art are produced.

Why This Goal Is Important:  Students acquire skills to produce and perform dance, drama, music and visual art.  They learn to use media, tools and technologies.  They learn to shape ideas and emotions into sounds, images and actions.  As students create and perform their own artworks and review the works of others, they become more imaginative, strengthen their problem-solving skills and learn to respond to the creativity of others.  Creating and performing are at the core of the fine arts.  Students also learn about the role of the artist (e.g., dancer, painter, actor, director, scriptwriter, musician).

GOAL 27:  Understand the role of the arts in civilizations, past and present.

Why This Goal Is Important: The arts are a record of civilizations, past and present.  Artists are influenced by—and influence—the times and places in which they live and work.  As students learn through the arts about people and civilizations, they learn about others and themselves.  Also, students learn about careers related to this goal (e.g., animator, curator, art historian, sound technician).

A Checklist for Your 1st Artist Residency Scheduling Meeting
· Exchange contact information with your UG artist. 

· Make a commitment to communicate questions, ideas, and concerns with your UG artist. 

· Establish expectations for classroom management with your UG artist. 

· Share classroom management strategies and beliefs. 

· Agree on mutually interesting lines of inquiry for your residency. 

· Clarify scheduling concerns.

· Get to know the ideas that most excite you as educators.

ROLES & RESPONSIBILITIES

The Teaching Artist

· Introduces Self as Professional Artist

· Introduces Professional Works of Art

· Guides Observations and Interpretation of Works of Art

· Offers Reading and Writing Assignments

· Instructs Art-Making Techniques, Skills, and Strategies

· Engages in Study of Language, Elements, Principles, and Qualities of the Arts

· Provides Opportunities for Ongoing and/or Final Presentations

· Leads Individual and Group Reflections

· Assists with Narration & Documentation as Assessment

· Openly Communicates Ideas, Questions, Concerns, Joys, and Challenges

The Classroom Teacher

· Uses Expertise as Classroom Teacher to Make Cross-Curricular ties

· Engages your Students in Ongoing Conversation on the Residency

· Incorporates UG Journals into Everyday Classroom Experience

· Devises and Executes a Follow Through Plan with UG Teaching Artist

· Devises a Plan to Include the UG Journal in a Student’s Overall Assessment

· Posts New Residency Vocabulary in your Classroom

· Makes a Space to Feature Residency Art-Making Process & Product

· Openly Communicates Ideas, Questions, Concerns, Joys, and Challenges

Teaching Artist & Classroom Teacher as Partners

· Make a Commitment to Collaboration and Partnership

· Meet to Schedule, Plan and Reflect throughout the Residency 

· Determine a Mutually Exciting Area of Study

· Identify Big Ideas within that Area of Study

· Generate Lines of Inquiry for the Residency

· Select Questions and Prompts for Student Residency Journal

· Share Classroom Management Strategies

· Develop a Plan for Ongoing Communication (emails, meetings, phone calls)

· Openly Communicate Ideas, Questions, Concerns, Joys, and Challenges

Your Students

· Encounter works of art

· Describe, analyze and interpret

· Engage in the creation of original works of art

· Imagine, create and communicate

· Reflect on the process of learning in and through the arts

· Dialogue and inquire
· Critique
BEFORE THE ARTIST ARRIVES 

Learning Activities

· Make a space in your classroom to feature the artist and the work you will create together:

· Bulletin board

· Special corner

· Poster board

· Chalkboard space

· Ask questions and start conversations with your students about the particular art form they will experience with the Urban Gateways artist:

· Have you ever heard of…?

· What do you know about…?

· Have you wondered about…?

· What if…?

· Does anyone know how to…?

· Introduce Urban gateways residency vocabulary to your students.

· Make a special “Word Wall”
· Create Flash Cards
· Discuss a single term and its meanings
· Share a film clip, audio recording, image, or text that relates somehow to your residency. 

· Generate questions with your students about the art form you will be studying.

· Post questions on the wall or door of your classroom.
· Send these questions to your artist to spark conversation.
· Share these questions with interested parents. 
· Ask students to research an artist and/or art form that might connect to your residency. 

· ENTICE STUDENTS WITH RELATED ARTWORK SAMPLES!

· Share an audio recording or relevant clip

· Show a relevant painting, photo or image

· Read about the history and context of the art form

· Research samples of related work/genre online
· INTRODUCE and EXPLORE ARTISTS’ VOCABULARY: 

· Make a special “Word Wall” of UG artist language: (for example)
· Create Flash Cards and Study Words
· Discuss the History of a Single Term
· Learn the Etymology of an Artist’s Terms
· MAKE SOCIAL STUDIES/LANGUAGE ARTS CURRICULAR CONNECTIONS:

· Link the world map with pictures of the artist or artist’s culture next to the relevant region or country
· Connect social studies class activities to the upcoming performance

· Assign student presentations related to the culture or history of the upcoming show

· Explore related literature and writers associated with art form

· INITIATE STUDENT-LED RESEARCH

· Research the artist group by visiting the artist’s website
· View related links recommended by artist
· Check out these arts and education-related sites for inspiration!

· http://artsedge.kennedy-center.org/ (Kennedy Center in Washington DC)

· www.getty.edu/artsednet (Getty Center in Los Angeles)

· www.cityofchicago.org/culturalaffairs (Chicago’s Cultural Center)

· www.aoede.com (Arts online educational database)

· www.lcinstitute.org (Lincoln Center online)

IN BETWEEN ARTIST VISITS

Being in the Moment

· Reflect With Your Students:

· What did you think about the way…?
· What did you notice about…?
· How did _______________make you feel?
· How does this connect with our study of_________________?
· Individual/Collaborative Journal Writing:

· Use questions and prompts developed with your artist to guide UG Journal Writing. 
· Pair Shares – Students share journal thoughts in pairs. 
· Small Groups – Students discuss journal questions in small groups.
· “Public Journal” – Hang up a large sheet of white paper and ask students to journal collaboratively throughout the week. 
· Reinforce UG residency vocabulary:

· Use a word or phrase related to the residency throughout the week.

· Casual “show of hands” to see if students remember vocabulary.

· Traditional “quiz” to reinforce vocabulary.

· “Bonus Points” for using the language of the arts in artist’s absence.
· Create “studio time” for your students:

· Show your students that you value art-making by creating “studio time” for working on UG projects.  

· Web curricular connections with your students. 

· Ask your artist for assignments, exercises, and conversations to implement in his/her absence.

AFTER THE ARTIST LEAVES

Extending the Learning

· Repeat and/or adapt your favorite strategies throughout the year:

· Choose one activity or strategy and try it again with your students.
· Feature students’ artwork made with the artist:

· Laundry Line – hang a wire up and post student images and writing. 
· Audio Space --  set up a CD player and allow students to listen to their own recordings. 
· Bulletin Board – create a display of student work in the hallway or lobby.
· Intercom – invite students to read poems over the school intercom.
· Invite others to see and ask questions about your art-making experience:

· Gallery Loan – Display your students’ work in another classroom. 
· Gallery Exchange – Swap and feature work in a classroom exchange. 
· Screenings – set up a television to feature recordings of live performances. 
· Chalk Talk – post a huge sheet of white paper next to art work and invite written responses to student art work. 
· Art Night – organize a gallery night or weekend event to feature work. 
· Generate new questions raised by this art-making experience. 

· Imagine and plan a relevant field trip and/or guest speaker. 

· Use students’ journals to reflect on the entire experience.

· INITIATE REFLECTIVE DIALOGUE: 
· Close your eyes. What image or moment from the performance comes to mind?

· Why do you think this performance was created?

· How many people were involved in the creation of this performance?

· What are the different roles needed to create this performance?

· What does this performance communicate and/or express to you?

· What did you think about the way…?

· What did you notice about…?

· What was your favorite moment?

· What would you do differently?

· What aspect of the performance would you like to experience again?

· How would you explain this performance to others?

· How did the performance make you feel?

· What aspect of the performance would you like to participate in next time?

· How did the performance connect with our study of _______?

REVIEW ARTIST VOCABULARY 
WRITE ABOUT IT!

· Ask students to write and/or sketch in journals about their experience. These journals can be shared in pairs, small groups or school-wide.

· Keep a “community journal” – everyone adds a line or thought.

· Ask students to write a “review” of their work.

· Generate questions from your students about the experience. 

WRITE TO THE ARTIST:

· Artists love to hear from their students!  Ask the students to write thank-you letters to the artists.  Send all letters to:

Name of the Artist

c/o Urban Gateways

205 West Randolph Street, Suite 1700

Chicago, IL 60606
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