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Terminology

Bouba:  

(BOO-BA) Long flowing robe worn during Lamba.

Candomble:  

Afro-Brazilian religion based on a hybrid of both Catholic and West African practices.
Colonization: 
The process by which a country takes over another land and claims it as their own.  From the early 16th century until the of the twentieth century, most countries in Africa were colonized under European rule.

Cowrie shells: 
A form of money in West Africa in years past. Cowry shells are used for divination in many African religions, and are also used in decoration of houses, costumes, and masks.

Djan:  

Dance performed throughout West Africa.

Dumba:  

Dance from the Cassamance region of Senegal.  It is performed by young people to show strength, agility, and endurance. 
Griot:  

(GREE-OAT) Traditional storytellers who pass down the history and culture of their people.  Originally. thery performed exclusively for the important court and social functions.

Lamba:  

Dance of royalty performed in Mali and Guinea for social occasions like weddings.

Nubia:  

(NOO-BEE-A) Ethnic group descended from the people of Kerma and Kush, residing in the upper Nile valley.

Sahel:  

The long strip of savanna grasslands between the Sahara Desert and the forest areas of West Africa, home to the great kingdoms of Ghana, Mali, Songhi, Borau, Dafur, and the Funji.  The name means “edge of border lands” in Arabic. 

Yoruba: 
 
(YOR-BAH) One of the major ethnic groups in West Africa.
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