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Visual Arts

Terminology

Geometric shape:  mathematical shapes such as a square, triangle, circle

Organic shape:  
an irregular, free form figure

Value:  

the gradation of tone from white to black including gray or the over all quality of lightness/darkness in the whole picture

Highlight:  

the brightest are of light on a form

Perspective:  
a technique for creating the illusion of depth or space on a two dimensional or flat surface

Collage:  

the art of arranging and pasting pieces of cloth, newspaper or other materials on surface, so that they form a composition

Color spectrum:  
the bend of individual colors that result s when a beam of light is broken into its component wavelengths and hues

Primary colors: 
the basic hues of red yellow, blue

Secondary colors: 
orange, green and violet, which are combinations of the three primary colors

Pigments:  

colors’ substances, usually powdery in nature; combined with liquid vehicles to produce paint

Complementary colors:  any two opposite hues on the color wheel

Mural:  

any picture painted or fixed permanently on a wall or ceiling

Canvas:  

a surface made of cloth - usually cotton or linen - used for painting
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