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Terminology

	Stage Directions:
	instructions written by the playwright telling the actor what to do or where to move; also, specific areas of the stage: see upstage, downstage, stage right and stage left

	Dialogue:
	what the characters say to each other

	Setting:
	where and when the story or play takes place

	Props:
	the objects used on stage by an actor in a play

	Costume:
	what an actor wears to make him or herself look like their character

	Actor:
	a person who portrays a character on stage

	Director:
	a person who tells the actors where to move on stage and creates the shape of the play

	Rehearsal:
	practice of a play or other performance in preparation for a performance with an audience

	Character:
	a person in a story or play

	Character Trait:
	a quality which describes someone’s behavior or physical appearance

	Script:
	the text of the play that the actor uses

	Blocking:
	where an actor moves on stage

	Stage Manager:

Cue:
	the person in charge of running a rehearsal

the line, sound, or action which signals the performer to begin speaking or moving 

	Downstage:
	the area of the stage that is closest to the audience

	Upstage:
	the area of the stage that is farthest from the audience

	Stage Left:
	the area of the stage to the actor’s left when facing the audience

	Stage Right:
	the area of the stage to the actor’s right when facing the audience
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